The Universal Prayer
Sunday 17th November 2024
World Day of the Poor
Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time


Celebrant:	My sisters and brothers, today the Universal Church
	observes the Eighth World Day of the Poor with the theme: The Prayer of the Poor Rises up to God.
	
.
1. That the whole Church will join with Pope Francis and pray with the poor today, be their advocates when they are silenced,
and always regard them as our brothers and sisters.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.


2. That the humility of the poor will move the consciences of governments and the materially secure so that they are converted to working for justice by sincere and generous actions.
Lord, hear us. 
Lord, hear our prayer.


3. That those who have been reduced to poverty because of the wars across Palestine, Israel and Lebanon, between Ukraine and Russia
and in Myanmar and Sudan will be lifted up into places of peace.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.
 

4.       That we will never stand in judgement of the poor, 
but recognise that each person’s story and situation is unique,
know to them and to God.
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.


6.	That 
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.


7.	That the poor who have died alone or unloved, as well as those on our November List, will feast at the heavenly banquet. 
We remember especially..
	
Lord, hear us.
Lord, hear our prayer.


Celebrant:	Loving Father, the prayer of the poor rises up to you. Give us the grace to also hear their voices, 
	to learn their wisdom, to be inspired by their courage and to take their humility into our hearts.
	Through Christ our Lord.
	


The Universal Prayer
Monday 18th November 2024
Dedication of the Basilicas of St Peter and St Paul
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant: 	As Jesus restored sight to the blind man,
	we pray that he will give eyes of faith
	to all who search for a belief.
	
1. May Pope Francis experience comfort and support as that Church
remembers the anniversaries of dedications of the Basilica of St Peter at the Vatican and the Basilica of St Paul outside the Walls today.
Lord, hear us.

2. May all who experience difficulties with their eyesight receive the
help and support which they need and those who provide seeing eye dogs be rewarded for their service.
Lord, hear us.

3. May Christians be open to the word of God
so that their faith can be nourished and strengthened.
Lord, hear us.

4. May those who have less love now than they used to,
rediscover the beauty of Christ’s love for them
and their neighbour.
Lord, hear us.

5. May there be hope throughout the Holy Land and Lebanon,
so that there can be a new time for people to live peacefully alongside each other.
Lord, hear us.

Celebrant:  		Gracious God, you guard the way of the just.
			Be close to us in all life’s difficulties
			and help us to act with justice
			in all of our relationships.
			Through Christ our Lord.



The Universal Prayer
Tuesday 19th November 2024
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant:	The Lord invites us to open the door of our hearts,
	so that he can enter and share his Supper with us,
	the sacrifice and memorial of his death and resurrection.
			 								
1. That those whose faith has died, may be granted the grace of a revival, so that by repenting of their sins, they may come alive in Christ.   
Lord, hear us.
 
2. That those who are lukewarm in the faith,
may be given the grace to centre their lives and hearts on Jesus Christ once again, and so live a life of love.
Lord, hear us.

3. That every person longing for faith may open their heart to Christ,
and accept him as their Lord and Saviour, as their Friend and Brother. 
Lord, hear us.

4. That short people may not become discouraged, but know that 
their true dignity does not rely on size, but on the gift of life
and their capacity to love God and others.
Lord, hear us.

5. That as nations mark World Toilet Day we will be mindful of the
millions of people who lack this basic necessity for health in countries devastated by war and natural disasters.
Lord, hear us.

Celebrant:		Heavenly God, give us the grace to act with justice
to speak truth from our hearts, and not slander with our tongues.  Through Christ our Lord.


The Universal Prayer
Wednesday 20th November 2024
Red Wednesday for Persecuted Christians
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant: 		Jesus has warned us that each of us will be judged
			on how we fulfill our responsibilities
			in this world.
			
1. For the Church, that she may act with responsibility,
and work for the good and salvation of others, especially the poor and struggling, the lost and faithless.
Lord, hear us.

2. For Christians, that they may have a right spirit for prayer,
and praise and worship God in union with all the Angels and   Saints.   Lord, hear us.

3. For Christians enduring persecution for their faith, especially across the lands where Jesus walked, that on this world day of prayer for them, they will feel our support.
Lord, hear us.

4. For a strong concern on this Universal Children’s Day for the children of the Holy Land and Lebanon, Ukraine and Russia, and all places enduring war, for their safety, health, education and faith.
Lord, hear us.

5. For our Church in every parish, community, school and organization, that the welfare and protection of children will and the heart of everything which we do.
Lord, hear us.

6. For children who live in poverty, traumatized by war and natural disasters, and who experience no love or friendship in their lives,
that we will hold then up to God in prayer.
Lord, hear us.

Celebrant:  	Lord, through this Eucharist receive our praise and 
thanksgiving, grant us forgiveness and 
answer all our needs. 
Through Christ our Lord.
			
The Universal Prayer
Thursday 21st November 2018
Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant: 	With great love Jesus wept over his beloved Jerusalem. We pray peace for that city today as we look forward to entering the heavenly Jerusalem.

1. We pray for the peace of Jerusalem and all her people, along with all in the Holy Land, distressed by the war.
Lord, hear us.

2. We pray for a rebirth of respect between people of Jewish, Muslim and Christian faiths, so that our common belief in the One God may generate peace, justice and forgiveness.
Lord, hear us.

3. We pray that the spirit of dedication to God of the Blessed Virgin Mary, who was consecrated by the Holy Spirit at her conception,
may be lived by all baptized into Christ.
Lord, hear us.

4. We pray for those who work in the television industry, that on this World Television Day, they will strive to be professional in what they do, and enrich the community with truth, knowledge, dignity and wholesome entertainment.
Lord, hear us.

5. We pray on this World Philosophy Day that across all cultures the concepts of existence, knowledge, values, the mind, language, and reason, will be explored and so advance the cause of peace everywhere.
Lord, hear us.

Celebrant:  		Heavenly Father, may we sing in our hearts
			your praises and offer thanksgiving every day.
			Through Christ our Lord.



The Universal Prayer
Friday 22nd November 2024
St Cecilia
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant:		We gather in this house of prayer
			to centre our hearts on Jesus Christ
			who nourishes us through his word and sacrament.

1 For bishops, priests and deacons, that the word of the Scriptures will taste as honey in their mouths, and that they will carry with dignity the responsibility to preach that word.
Lord, hear us.
 
     2	For all who come to this church to pray, that they may find in the presence of Christ the peace, strength, forgiveness and guidance for which they hunger.
Lord, hear us.

3	For all who care for our churches; cleaners and maintenance   workers, decorators and artists, gardeners and sacristans,
that they will experience the closeness of God.
Lord, hear us.

4 For our families, that through the courageous witness to the Christian faith of St Cecilia, her husband St Valerian and his brother St Tiburtius, all may win the graces of unity, faith and peace.
Lord, hear us.

5 For all  who are involved in the music and singing ministry of our parish, and across the Archdiocese, that they will find in the dedication and courage of St Cecilia a strong patron.
Lord, hear us.

6 For peace, and an end of war, the release of hostages and political 
prisoners, humanitarian aid for the dispossessed, shelter for the homeless and justice for all.
Lord, hear us.										
Celebrant:	Lord, give us joy in your holy will so that in all that is asked of us we may experience your consoling presence.
		Through Christ our Lord.
The Universal Prayer
Saturday 23rd November 2024
St Clement, pope
St Columban (Blessed Michael Pro)
Thirty-Third Week in Ordinary Time

Celebrant: 	Our belief in the resurrection of the dead
	is strengthened by Jesus’ teaching
	and the gift of himself as the Bread of Life.
		 					
1. That all Christians may believe in the resurrection of the dead
and life everlasting.
Lord, hear us.

2. That we may appreciate this Sacrament of the Holy Eucharist
 through which Christ gives us the pledge of everlasting life
 and a share in his resurrection.
Lord, hear us..

3. That those who live with injuries received in transport or work or home accidents may be sustained with courage.
Let us pray to the Lord.

4. That Pope Francis, that will be inspired by St Clement, the fourth successor of St Peter as Bishop of Rome, who was faithful, even to martyrdom.
Lord, hear us.

5. That the Columban Missionary Fathers and missionaries everywhere, that they may be blest with the energy and wisdom of the Irish missionary, St Columban.
Lord, hear us.

6. That the Church and people of Mexico, suffering from the violence of the drug barons, that they may be encouraged by the dedication and heroism of their fellow citizen and martyr, Blessed Michael Pro 
Lord, hear us.

Celebrant:  		Gracious God, you are our love and our fortress
our stronghold and saviour, our shield and place of refuge. Comfort us in all our sorrows and fill us with life now and forever. Through Christ our Lord.
